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On April 30, 2001, SB 405 
was passed by the 77th Leg-
islature, which adopted the 
Texas Geoscience Practice 
Act. On September 1, 2001, 
the Texas Geoscience Prac-
tice Act was officially en-
acted by the 77th Legislature.  
This act established the 
Texas Board of Professional 
Geoscientists, whose duty 
was to protect the public 
through licensure of those 
persons claiming to be a 
professional geoscientist in 
any one of three fields: Ge-
ology, Geophysics and Soil 
Science.  Since then, the 
TBPG has celebrated nu-
merous important mile-
stones. 

• November 15, 2001 – 
Texas Board of Professional 

Geoscientists’ Board’s nine 
members appointed 

• May 28, 2002 -  First 
meeting of the Texas Board 
of Professional Geoscien-
tists; officers elected: W. 
Kevin Coleman, Chairman, 
Edward G. Miller, Vice 
Chairman and Rene Pena, 
Secretary/Treasurer.  The 
Board approved the Chair-
man to enter into a contract 
with the Texas Department 
of Licensing and Regula-
tions (TDLR) to provide 
startup administrative sup-
port with the contract end-
ing August 31, 2003. 

• December 30, 2002 -  
First two geoscientist li-
censes issued 

• February 19, 2003 -  

Texas Board of Professional 
Geoscientists approved by 
Senate 

• September 1, 2003 – 
Agency breaks from TDLR 

• October 30, 2003 -  
Versa Systems begins licens-
ing system construction 

• March 5, 2004 -  First 
time ASBOG® exam ad-
ministered in Austin, TX by 
the TBPG 

• March 6, 2004 -  Geo-
physics exam established 

• July 1, 2004 -  Tex-
asOnline activated for re-
newal of applications online 

• September 8, 2004 -  
First SOAH hearing  
To date, 6695 geoscientists 
have been licensed. 

TBPG in the Making 

Many geologists, geo-
physicists and soil scien-
tists, collectively known 
as geoscientists, are en-
gaged in areas of practice 
that impact public health 
and safety.  These areas 
include, but are not lim-
ited to the investigation 

of active faults, earth-
quakes, ground-water 
supply, soil, rock and 
ground-water pollution, 
erosion of stream banks, 
sedimentation in lakes 
and streams, landslides, 
and many others.  Prior 
to the establishment of 

the TBPG, this practice 
was unregulated, and un-
qualified people were en-
gaged in the public prac-
tice of geoscience.  The 
health and safety of the 
people of Texas were at 
stake.   -W. Kevin Coleman              
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Inside this issue: 

• The mission of the Texas 
Board of Professional 
Geoscientists is to protect 
public health, safety, and wel-
fare by ensuring that only 
qualified persons carry out the 
public practice of geoscience.  



   The Association of State 
Boards of Geology exam, or 
ASBOG® is administered to 
potential licensees who wish to 
become licensed under the 
geology discipline.  It is given 
i n  t w o  p a r t s :   t h e 
Fundamentals of Geology and 
the Practice of Geology.    
   TBPG administered the AS-
BOG®  exam twice in 2004; 
once in March and again in 
October.   Four people took 
the exam in March.  In 
October, 26 people took the 
Fundamentals exam (15 
achieved passing scores) and 
21 people took the Practice 

exam (12 people obtained 
p a s s i n g  s c o r e s ) .   
   TBPG has since changed its 
A S B O G ®  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
procedures.  Eligibility must 
now be determined before a 
person may register for the 
exam.   A $25 exam 
administrative fee per part of 
the exam will now be imposed 
w h e n  r e q u e s t i n g  a 
determination of eligibility.  To 
request registration for the 
Fundamentals of Geology 
portion of the exam,  potential 
exam takers must submit  the 
fee and a college transcript to 
TBPG that shows all geological 

coursework. To request regis-
tration for the Practice of Ge-
ology portion of the exam, 
potential exam takers must 
submit the fee, a completed 
TBPG license application, 3 
Professional Reference forms, 
2 Personal Reference forms, a 
transcript and a resume that 
reflects at least five years of 
work experience.  The required 
forms may be downloaded 
from the TBPG website.  The 
website also offers more infor-
mation regarding this exam, 
the geophysics exam and the 
soil science exam. 

iners National Test, and a link 
for the online renewal service 
as well as our new renewal 
procedures.  Our website also 
provides visitors with other 
pertinent information such as 
information regarding board 
meetings, minutes and files 
pertaining to previous meet-
ings, the TBPG rules and stat-

The agency website provides 
important updates for TBPG’s 
licensees as well as information 
for prospective licensees.  The 
most recent updates include a 
draft rule for continuing educa-
tion, new ASBOG® registra-
tion procedures and test dates, 
information regarding the next 
Council of Soil Science Exam-

ute, licensee roster, frequently 
asked questions, exam infor-
mation and contact informa-
tion for the Board and staff.  
Users can also download such 
forms as the license applica-
tion, reference forms, renewal 
applications and complaint 
form. 

ASBOG®-The Results are In! 

TBPG Online 

 

Future exam dates: 

Cut off date– 1/18/05 
Exam date– 3/4/05 

Cut off date– 8/23/05 
Exam date– 10/7/05 

Cut off date– 1/17/06 
Exam date– 3/3/06 

Cut off date– 8/22/06 
Exam date– 10/6/06 

tion in professional or techni-
cal societies, associations, agen-
cies or organizations. The draft 
also outlines the number of 
PDH associated with each of 
t h e  l i s t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  
  Licensees had the opportunity 
to comment on the proposed 
rules at public meetings held in 
Houston on January 19, 2005 
and in El Paso on January 22, 
2005.  Public meetings will also 
be held in San Antonio, Dallas, 
Midland and Amarillo to fur-
ther explain the future imple-
mentation of the continuing 

education program. Vice 
Chairman Mr. Edward Miller, 
PG, along with board members 
Ms. Shiela B. Hall, PG and Mr. 
Rene D. Pena, CPA have in-
corporated over fifty com-
ments that were received on 
the rules. The draft rules will 
be reviewed at the Board meet-
ing in Austin on February 7, 
2005 and could be approved 
for public posting at that time. 
The Vice Chairman expects 
that the continuing education 
rules could possibly be in ef-
fect by September 1, 2006.   

TBPG and Continuing Education 
   The TBPG recently posted a 
draft version of the rules for 
continuing education on its 
website. The draft proposes 
that each licensee be responsi-
ble for earning at least 15 Pro-
fessional Development Hours 
(PDH) per renewal cycle and 
lists a variety of ways in which 
PDH may be obtained includ-
ing the successful completion 
of college credit or continuing 
education courses, authoring 
published works, presenting at 
or attending seminars and 
workshops or active participa-

“The draft lists a variety 
of ways in which PDH 

may be obtained …” 

-Edward  Miller,  
Vice Chairman 
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Our website can be found at 
www.tbpg.state.tx.us. 



Calendar of  Upcoming Events in 2005 

Geo-Jumble 

The office of the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists is open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm.     

∗ 2/4– Deadline to register 
for CSSE exam (Soil Sci-
ence) 

∗ 2/7-Board meeting. 

∗ 3/4-ASBOG® exam ad-
ministered by TBPG. 

∗ 3/11– Filing deadline for 
bills 

∗ 3/18-CSSE exam given 

∗ May-March ASBOG®  
results in. 

∗ 5/30– Last day of 79th 
Legislature 

∗ 6/19– Last day for gov-
ernor to sign/veto bills 

∗ 8/23– Deadline to reg-
ister for ASBOG® 

∗ 10/7-ASBOG® exam 
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y 
TBPG. 

Financial Office 

Vincent Houston, CFO 
512/936-4403 

Leticia Kappel, Acct. 
           512/936-4404  

Main Number:  512/936-4400 
Fax:  512/936-4409 

Licensing Office 

Annita Herrera, Dir. 
512/463-6757 

Ariel Juarez, Admin. Asst. 
512/936-4405 

    

Executive Office 

Michael D. Hess, Exec. Dir. 
512/936-4401 

Marty Denman, Exec. Asst. 
512/936-4402 

 

 

Unscramble these five jumbles of geoscientific terms. 
ahltpas                                            drbceok          tiannlcie 

 

tasrk                                                yrdhsou  
 

Clue: Where the on-site geologist was when he discovered his geological maps were 
of a different location. 
Now arrange the circled letters to form the answer to the clue above. 

Answer: Between a _ _ _ _    _ _ _    _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _! 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 
sentence or quote from the story here.” 
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Staff  Info 



 

P O Box 13225 
Austin, TX  78711 
 
 

Visit our website at www.tbpg.state.tx.us. 

   I want to thank Annita Herrera and Ariel Juarez for putting together TBPG’s first 
newsletter. I think they did a wonderful job.  We want to have not less than two of 
these newsletters per year. 
   We had a great 2004! We have the highest renewal rate of all state agencies using 
the Texas OnLine system.  Additionally, we renewed enough Geoscientists that the 
office will continue to function through the next fiscal period. Thank you for your 
support. 
   The TBPG will focus in 2005 on enforcement against unlicensed geoscientists 
and getting the word out about how to become a licensed Professional Geoscien-
tists.  We will do this through an aggressive enforcement program.  If you know 
that any unlicensed person is sealing documents please let us know. Additionally, 
Annita and Ariel will be contacting the universities to promote our P.G. license. 
   The Staff and I would like to wish you a Healthy and Prosperous New Year!
       -Michael D. Hess 

Notes from the Executive Director 

Phone:: 512/936-4400 
Fax: 512/936-4409 

 

Michael D. Hess started as 
the Executive Director on 
August 1, 2003. 

TEXAS BOARD OF 
PROFESSIONAL GEOSCIENTISTS 

Address: 


