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Texas Board of  
Professional Geoscientists 

The mission of the Texas Board  
of Professional Geoscientists is to 
protect public health, safety and  

welfare by ensuring that only  
qualified persons carry out the  
public practice of geoscience.  

Texas Board of  
Professional Geoscientists 

Physical Address 
William  P. Hobby, Jr. Building 

333 Guadalupe Street 
Tower 1, Suite 530 

Austin, Texas 78701 
 
 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 13225 

Austin, Texas 78711 
 
 

Contact Information 
512.936.4400 Phone 

512.936.4409 Fax 
www.tbpg.state.tx.us 

 
 

C. Thomas Hallmark, PhD, P.G., Chairman 
College Station 

 
 

W. David Prescott, P.G., Vice – Chairman 
Amarillo 

 
 

Becky Johnson, P.G., Secretary/Treasurer 
Fort Worth 

 
 

Gregory Ulmer, J.D. 
Houston 

 
 

Christopher Mathewson, PhD, P.G., P.E. 
College Station 

 
 

Steven Fleming, P.G. 
San Antonio 

 
 

Bereket Derie, PhD, P.G. 
Round Rock 

 
 

Lindsey Lee Bradford 
Edna 
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Review	 your	 education	 and	 determine	 the	
discipline	under	which	you	qualify	for	licensure;	
geology,	 geophysics	 or	 soil	 science.	 Applicants	
are	required	to	have	taken	30	semester	hours	or	
45	 quarter	 hours	 of	 credit	 in	 geoscience	
coursework.	

Apply	 to	 the	 organization	 that	 administers	 the	
exam(s)	 appropriate	 for	 your	 discipline.	 These	
include	the	National	Association	of	State	Board	of	
Geology	 (ASBOG®),	 The	 Council	 of	 Soil	 Science	
Examiners	 (CSSE)	 or	 the	 Texas	 Board	 of	
Professional	 Geoscientists,	 which	 administers	
the	Geophysics	Exam.	

Make	sure	you	have	five	years	of	qualifying	work	
experience	 in	 your	 discipline	 of	 geoscience,	
under	 the	 appropriate	 supervision	 of	 a	
Professional	 Geoscientist.	 Each	 year	 of	 full-time	
graduate	 study	 in	 your	 discipline	 of	 geoscience	
can	apply	toward	qualifying	work	experience,	up	
to	a	maximum	of	 two	years.	Once	you	have	met	
the	above	requirements,	log	on	to	our	website	at	
www.tbpg.state.tx.us	 or	 contact	 the	 office	 for	
further	 general	 information	 or	 information	
regarding	the	required	examinations.	
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How do I become a  
Professional Geoscientist? 

A	 Professional	 Geoscientist	 is	 someone	 who	 is	
licensed	in	the	State	of	Texas	to	practice	“before	
the	public”	in	one	of	three	disciplines:	

•  Geoscience	

•  Geophysics	

•  Soil	Science	

Geology	is	the	science	of	the	origin,	composition,	
structure	 and	 history	 of	 the	 earth	 and	 its	
constituent	 soils,	 rocks,	 minerals,	 fossil	 fuels,	
solids,	 fluids	 and	 gasses.	 Engineering	 geology,	
hydrogeology	 and	 environmental	 geology	 are	
fields	 in	which	professional	geologists	apply	 the	
practice	 of	 geology	 to	 public	 health	 and	 safety	
concerns,	 such	 as	 active	 faults,	 earthquakes,	
water	 supply,	 erosion	 control,	 sedimentation,	
pollutions	of	water,	soil	and	rock	and	many	other	
issues.	 A	 professional	 geologist	 is	 also	 anyone	
submitting	 geological	 information	 to	 a	 state	
agency	of	Texas.	

Geophysics	is	the	science	that	involves	the	study	
of	 the	physical	 earth	by	means	of	measuring	 its	
natural	 and	 induced	 fields	 of	 force,	 including	
electricity,	gravity	and	magnetism.	

Soil	 Science	 is	 the	 science	 of	 soils,	 their	
c lass i f icat ion ,	 or ig in	 and	 history ,	 the	
i n v e s t i g a t i o n	 o f	 p h y s i c a l ,	 c h em i c a l ,	
morphological	 and	 biological	 characteristics,	 of	
the	 soil	 including	 its	 ability	 to	 produce	
vegetation	 and	 the	 fate	 and	 movement	 of	
physical,	chemical	and	biological	contaminants.	

What is a  
Professional Geoscientist? 


