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General Issues Committee Meeting

(Derie-Committee Chair, Varhaug, Hallmark, Stowers)
April 25, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
William P. Hobby Building

333 Guadalupe Street, Tower III, Room 102
Austin, Texas 78701

Minutes
A. The meeting was called to order at 1:13 p.m.  Roll was called, and a quorum was certified.  Members present were Committee Chair, Dr. Derie, Ph.D., PG, Mark N. Varhaug, PG, CPG, Dr. Tom Hallmark, Ph.D., PG, and Brandon Stowers.
B. The minutes from General Issues Committee meeting held on January 31, 2019 were approved by unanimous consent.
C. Public comment.  There were no comments from the public.
D. Sunset Advisory Commission recommendation.  Regarding the Sunset recommendation to require the agency to develop a training manual that each board member attests to receiving and reviewing annually, and require existing board member training to include information about the scope and limitations of the board’s rulemaking authority, including potentially anticompetitive behavior (statutory).   The Committee requested staff to research whether the Sunset Advisory Commission has recommended templates or preferred wording, or recommendations of other agency training manuals that could be benchmarked by TBPG. 
E. Additional continuing education options for ethics.  The Committee discussed additional options for ethics education for licensees.  Member Mark Varhaug reviewed some of his findings from other state boards.  The Committee requested that this item be place on the next agenda for further discussion.

F. Inquiry regarding P.G. licensure for geochemists.  The Committee discussed the inquiry, and recommended that the requestor apply for a P.G. license and that he be made aware of the option to request a waiver of the examination requirement.  The Application Review/Continuing Education Committee had also reviewed this item and tasked staff to contact the applicant.
G. Potential outreach initiatives.  The Committee discussed different options for increasing outreach. There was discussion that it would be important to know what the objectives are; who is the target for the outreach.  It was noted that some objectives include promoting what TBPG is, and what it does.  Some target groups could include universities, associates, the real estate industry, management groups, employers, etc., and the focus could be on the benefits of licensure. 
H. Date for upcoming meetings and agenda items for next meeting. The next meeting for the committee is scheduled to be held on August 22, 2019.  Additional items for next time include Sunset recommendation, options for ethics, and potential outreach initiatives. 
I. Adjournment at 2:18 p.m.
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