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        T EXAS  B OARD OF  P ROFESSIONAL  G EOSCIENTISTS  

 

 

Board Meeting 
February 24, 2017, 9:00 a.m. 
William P. Hobby, Jr. Building
333 Guadalupe Street, Tower III, Room 102
Austin, Texas 78701

AGENDA
The Board may discuss and take action regarding any of the following agenda items.

A. Call to order, roll call, certification of quorum, order of business

B. Approval of minutes from the October 28, 2016 Board Meeting
C. Public comment (limited to five minutes per person; more time may be allotted as needed at the discretion of the Board Chair)
D. Chairman’s Report: Committees and Rules assignment—written description  
E. Executive Director’s Report: Fiscal and budgetary matters; use of staff resources; 85th Texas Legislative session;  update on TBPG’s appropriations process; review of filed bills potentially affecting TBPG); Sunset review-planning 
F. Reports on recent Committee meetings and activities 
1. Application Review and Continuing Education Committee meeting (2/23/17) 
· Process clarification:  review of applications for which the applicant has a deficiency in the education requirement 

· Development of consumer information/publications to be available on the website and general distribution in other settings
· Review progress the TBPG’s “Texas Geophysics Examination Candidate Handbook”

· Report on activities related to possible reciprocity agreements 
2. Compliance and Enforcement Committee meeting (2/23/17)
· Review of TBPG’s new annual report on complaint data for posting on the TBPG website (FY 2016)  
· Report.  Final Complaint Standard Operating Procedures, as adopted by the Appointed Board October 28, 2016, and other related documents:  How TBPG resolves a complaint; Complaint process flowchart; Sanctions Table  
· Discussion of CRT-recommended disciplinary actions for certain types of violations and whether it is feasible to refer these types of cases to the State Office of Administrative hearings (SOAH)
· Discussion of alternatives for the default of a complaint case  
3. General Issues Committee meeting (2/24/17)
· Consideration and discussion regarding reduction of the annual renewal fee for P.G. license holders age 60 and older
· Review of statute and rules allowing geoscientists to use power equipment for extraction of soil and geologic samples and placement of piezometers  
G. Staff Reports:
1. Licensing Report, including current licensing numbers, exam statistics and efforts to enter into reciprocity agreements with other jurisdictions
2. Financial Report, including revenues, expenditures, travel updates
3. Enforcement Report, including current enforcement numbers, Complaint Review Team (CRT) meeting highlights, recent outreach opportunities, staff dismissal of  complaints, cases awaiting a hearing at SOAH 
H. Review of TBPG FY 2016 performance measures data  
I. Applications for P.G. license received from the following individuals:  
a. Stuart Stothoff:  Applicant for P.G. license requesting a waiver of the education requirement for PG licensure
b. David Cullen: Applicant for P.G. requesting a waiver ASBOG® Fundamentals of Geology examination

c. JJ Hollingshead: Applicant for P.G. license requesting a waiver of the education requirement for PG licensure

d. Sharma Dronamraju: Applicant for P.G. license requesting a waiver of the ASBOG® Fundamentals of Geology and ASBOG® Practice of Geology examinations

e. Sharles de Cruz Martins: Applicant for P.G. license requesting 1) a substitution of experience for education, 2) a waiver of the ASBOG® Fundamentals of Geology and 3) a waiver of the ASBOG® Practice of Geology examinations.

f. Scott Ikard: Applicant for P.G. requesting a waiver ASBOG® Fundamentals of Geology examination   
J. Application Review And Continuing Education Committee’s recommendation to the full Board regarding proposal of amendment to 22 TAC §851.80, Fees, for posting to the Texas Register for public comment 

K. General Issue Committee’s recommendation for proposal of amendment to 22 TAC §851.30, Firm Registration, for recommendation to the full Board for posting to the Texas Register for public comment  
L. General Issue Committee’s recommendation for proposal of amendment to 22 TAC §851.10, Definition of Authorized Official of a Firm, for recommendation to the full Board for posting to the Texas Register for public comment  
M. Compliance and Enforcement Committee’s recommendation to the full Board regarding proposal of amendment to 22 TAC §851.157, Complaints and Disciplinary Actions, for posting to the Texas Register for public comment  
N. Complaints recommended for dismissal by TBPG’s Complaint Review Teams  
· Complaint Case No. 2014043

· Complaint Case No. 2016046
· Complaint Case No. 2016055
· Complaint Case No. 2014024

O. Proposed Agreed Board Orders:  
· Complaint Case No. 2015053
· Complaint Case No. 2016021
· Complaint Case No. 2016045
· Complaint Case No. 2016048
· Complaint Case No. 2016052

· Complaint Case No. 2017002

· Complaint Case No. 2017005

· Complaint Case No. 2017006

P. Officer elections  
Q. Date and agenda items for next meeting  
R. Adjournment
The Board may meet in closed session on any agenda item listed above as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Gov. Code Chapter 551. If you require auxiliary aids, services or material in an alternate format contact the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists, at least five (5) working days prior to the meeting date. Listed below are the helpful numbers should assistance be required. 
Phone:  (512) 936-4400, Fax:  (512) 936-4409, E-mail: chorton@tbpg.state.tx.us 1-800-relay-VV (for voice), 1-800-relay-TX (for TDD).
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