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Compliance and Enforcement Committee Meeting

(Johnson-Chair, Lee, Prescott, Varhaug)
November 14, 2019, 3:00 p.m.
Hobby Building, 333 Guadalupe Street 
Tower III, Room 102A
Austin, Texas 78701

MINUTES 
A. The meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was certified. Members present were Committee Chair Becky Johnson, P.G., Lindsey Lee, W. David Prescott, II, P.G., and Mark N. Varhaug, P.G.
B. The August 22, 2019 Compliance and Enforcement Committee meeting minutes were unanimously approved.
C. Public comment. There were two comments; one licensee requested a reduced fee or inactive status; another requested a retired license category.
D. Staff Enforcement Report: Staff reported on current enforcement numbers, complaints dismissed by staff, and enforcement penalties collected for General Revenue.  
E. Update of penalty matrix.  Chair Johnson presented a draft penalty matrix to the Committee for their review. The matrix allows for different factors to be used in determining the amount of fine assessed for a violation.  She recommended that it be refined further and reviewed again at the next meeting.
F. Implementation of Sunset recommendations, including the elimination of firm registration. Executive Director Rene Truan reported on findings from the firm registration survey that was sent out a small sample of TBPG firms. More research is needed; no action was taken.
G. Sunset Advisory Commission recommendation. Proposed amendments and repeals related to the removal of the firm registration requirement: proposed amendments to 22 TAC §§850.10, 850.62, 850.82, 851.10, 851.20, 851.29, 851.35, 851.80, 851.85, 851.101, 851.102, 851.103, 851.104, 851.105, 851.106, 851.107, 851.111, 851.112, 851.113, 851.151, 851.156, 851.157, 851.159, and 851.204; and proposed repeal of 22 TAC §§851.30 and 851.152. No action was taken.
H. Options regarding “Emeritus” or other status of Texas P.G. license.  The Committee reviewed different options regarding an emeritus license status, an inactive status and a retired status. They also reviewed statutory limitations in the Texas Geoscience Practice Act.  After much review, the Committee unanimously determined that letting a license expire is the best option for licensees until statutory changes can be made to allow for an emeritus status.
I. Potential outreach initiatives. The Committee discussed different options regarding outreach.  
J. Date for upcoming meetings and agenda items for next meeting. The next meetings are scheduled on February 20 and 21, 2020.
K. The meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m.
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